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Subpart A—Inventions by 
Employees

§ 6.1 Definitions. 
As used in this subpart: 
(a) The term Department means the 

Department of the Interior. 
(b) The term Secretary means the Sec-

retary of the Interior. 
(c) The term Solicitor means the So-

licitor of the Department of the Inte-
rior, or anyone authorized to act for 
him. 

(d) The term Commissioner means the 
Commissioner of Patents, or any As-
sistant Commissioner who may act for 
the Commissioner of Patents. 

(e) The term invention means any new 
and useful art, process, method, ma-
chine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improve-
ment thereof, or any new variety of 
plant, or any new, original and orna-
mental design for an article of manu-
facture, which is or may be patentable 
under the laws of the United States. 

(f) The term employee as used in this 
part includes a part time consultant, a 
part time employee or a special em-
ployee (as defined in 18 U.S.C. 202) of 
the Department insofar as inventions 
made during periods of official duty are 
concerned, except when special cir-
cumstances in a specific case require 
an exemption in order to meet the 
needs of the Department, each such ex-
emption to be subject to the approval 
of the Commissioner. 

(g) The term governmental purpose 
means the right of the Government of 
the United States (including any agen-
cy thereof, state, or domestic munic-
ipal government) to practice and have 
practiced (made or have made, used or 
have used, sold or have sold) through-
out the world by or on behalf of the 
Government of the United States. 

(h) The making of the invention means 
the conception or first actual reduction 
to practice of such invention.

§ 6.2 Report of invention. 
(a) Every invention made by an em-

ployee of the Department shall be re-
ported by such employee through his 
supervisor and the head of the bureau 
or office to the Solicitor, unless the in-
vention obviously is unpatentable. If 
the invention is the result of group 

work, the report shall be made by the 
supervisor and shall be signed by all 
employees participating in the making 
of the invention. The original and two 
copies of the invention report shall be 
furnished to the Solicitor. The Solic-
itor may prescribe the form of the re-
port. 

(b) The report shall be made as 
promptly as possible, taking into con-
sideration such factors as possible pub-
lication or public use, reduction to 
practice, and the necessity for pro-
tecting any rights of the Government 
in the invention. Although it is not 
necessary to withhold the report until 
the process or device is completely re-
duced to practice, reduction to practice 
assists in the preparation of a patent 
application and, if diligently pursued, 
protects the interests of the Govern-
ment and of the inventor. If an inven-
tion is reduced to practice after the in-
vention report is filed, the Solicitor 
must be notified forthwith. 

(c) For the protection of the rights of 
the Government and of the inventor, 
invention reports and memoranda or 
correspondence concerning them are to 
be considered as confidential docu-
ments. 

(d) An invention report shall include 
the following: 

(1) A brief but pertinently descriptive 
title of the invention; 

(2) The full name, residence, office 
address, bureau or office and division, 
position or title, and official working 
place of the inventor or inventors; 

(3) A statement of the evidence that 
is available as to the making of the in-
vention, including information relative 
to conception, disclosures to others, 
and reduction to practice. Examples of 
such information are references to 
signed, witnessed and dated laboratory 
notebooks, or other authenticated 
records pertaining to the conception of 
the invention, operational data sheets, 
analysis and operation evaluation re-
ports pertaining to a reduction to prac-
tice, and visitor log books, letters and 
other documents pertaining to disclo-
sures to others. These need not be sub-
mitted with the report, only the identi-
fying data is required, e.g., volume and 
page number in a laboratory notebook;
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